238	PUNCTUATION
The shell of Ravensnuik was, for the present at least, at his disposal.
The foreman or 'grieve* at the Home Farm was anxious to be friendly,
but even if he lost that place, Dan Weir knew that there was plenty of
others.—crockett.
(To save trouble, let it be stated that the sheil is a dependency
of the Home Farm, and not contrasted with or opposed to it.)
Here there are three grammatically independent sentences,
between the two latter of which the conjunction but is inserted.
It follows from spot-plague principles that there will be a full
stop at the end of the first, and a comma at the end of the
second. With the group system it is not so simple a matter;
before we can place the stops, we have to inquire how the
three sentences are connected in thought. It then appears
that the friendliness of the grieve is mentioned to account for
the shell's being at disposal; that is, there is a close connexion,
though no conjunction, betwen the first and the second sen-
tences. Further, the birds in the bush of the third sentence
are contrasted, not with the second sentence's friendliness,
but with the first sentence's bird in the hand (which, however,
is accounted for by the second sentence's friendliness). To
group rightly, then, we must take care, quite reversing the
author's punctuation, that the first and second are separated
by a stop of less power than that which separates the third
from them. Comma, semicolon, would do it, if the former
were sufficient between two grammatically independent sen-
tences not joined by a conjunction; it is obviously not sufficient
there (though in some such pairs it might be); so, instead of
comma, semicolon, we must use semicolon, full stop; and the
sentence will run, with its true meaning much more clearly
given:
The sheil of Ravensnuik was, for the present at least, at his disposal;
the foreman or grieve1 at the Home Farm was anxious to be friendly.
But even if he lost that place, Dan Weir knew that there was plenty of
others.
The group system gives more trouble to the writer or com-
positor, and less to the reader; the compositor cannot be

